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A Note From Pastor Joe...

e,

Wesg,
Yo

Are you still a baby?

Hebrews 5:11-14 says, “We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to
you because you no longer try to understand. '? In fact, though by this time you ought to be
teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You
need milk, not solid food! '* Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with
the teaching about righteousness. ' But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have
trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.” The writer of Hebrews is talking about spiritual
baby  Christians who have not matured although they should by this time be mature believers teaching
others. Now babies are cute and our church has plenty of beautiful babies. In fact that is one of the rea-
sons we are remodeling the nursery. We have many new babies and we want to take good care of them.
However, we hope that someday those babies will grow up and will not remain babies forever. My wife and
| love all three of our children and sometimes reminisce about their infant years and how cute they were.
Yet, if our 16 year old, 19 year old and 22 year old were still acting like they did when they were 2 years old
we would be shocked and horribly disappointed. It would no longer be cute, it would be a tragedy. We do
not want to remain babies, adolescents, or even teenagers. Can you imagine if your children stayed teen-
agers forever! We train our children to become independent adults who can be successful in the real world.

It is very similar to our spiritual life. We must begin to grow and mature in the Lord. We do not want
to stay baby Christians forever. Sadly however, there are many Christians who never seem to grow and
mature. They remain spiritual babies their entire life. Others begin to mature and then when times get
tough or they become too busy etc. they revert back to their baby years. They just do not want to grow up
because it is “easier” to stay a baby and have others feed them milk. Do not misunderstand, just because
you are a “mature” Christian does not mean you have “arrived” and are perfect and sinless , without
mistakes. We continue to grow, learn, make mistakes, and yes sin, our entire lives. All of us need to be
fed. So let’s get practical. How can you tell if you are still a baby in the Lord and not maturing? Here are a
few things that identify a spiritual baby:

They seldom pray. This has nothing to do with making long flowery prayers. These are people
who don’t know how to pray to God or have never learned to take the time to pray daily to God about
everyday things in their life as well as important decisions. They have never started a quiet time where they
daily pray and listen to God.

They seldom read or study the word of God. So they do not know very much about the Bible
even after many years, and have many misconceptions about even basic Christian doctrine and are
susceptible to false teaching.

They have the same bad habits they had before they were saved. |.e. cursing, anger,
drunkenness, lust, lying, laziness, selfishness, materialism, unforgiveness, gossip etc. ( Now this does not
mean you will not always struggle with some weakness in your life. You may always have to watch your
temper, or stay away from alcohol , struggle against lust etc. However, you should be able to look back
and see the progress you have made even if it is not where you need to be.




Dissension: Every group or church they are part of they are part of some kind of controversy. They have a
difficult time working, or serving with others. They can’t forgive others and are easily offended, and then hold a
grudge. They usually serve for a little while, then become dissatisfied with something and quit, whether it is the
ministry they are part of or the church.

They seldom attend church and of course never invite other people to come.. Other hobbies and
commitments come before church. If they happen to have a weekend free once in a while or a crisis happens in
their life they will attend. Or, | don’t need church , | am already mature and can do my own Bible studies etc. The
irony of this is that this attitude is one sure sign of an immature believer.

They are too embarrassed to talk to anyone about their faith in God. They never lead anyone to
Jesus. (you do not have to be outgoing). You can be quiet and shy. Still you should not be ashamed to tell
others even in your quiet way about Jesus. You do not have to have notches in your belt for everyone you have
led to the Lord, but if you have never led anyone to faith in Jesus then you need to ask God to help you and give
you opportunities.

They do not tithe and give very little of their finances. All the money | have is mine, and no one, not the
church or God can tell me how to spend it. Some people want to tithe but just don’t have the faith to begin.
It's all about me and my family.

They are too busy or unwilling to serve in church or make commitments to serve in some kind of
ministry. If there is a choice to be made between church or some other hobby or past time, church receives the
leftovers. Even after many years they will not commit to any ministry in church, whether it is teaching children’s
church, helping in the nursery, counting money , clean up, music, host a care group , attend a care group, come
pray etc. Other hobbies and commitments come before church. They are constantly looking for someone to serve
them and their family, and meet their needs but do not want to serve others. Many times they use the dual excuses
“you don’t know how busy | am, and | just don’t feel good enough to serve”. Of course there are times in your life
when you have more time to give than others. Yes there are some ministries you just don’t feel qualified for.
However, there is always time to serve in some small way until you have more time to get involved. Also you
would be surprised how God uses someone who may not have a lot of natural skill but is willing to serve. God
uses your faithfulness, more than he uses your skillfulness.

Last but not least... the “Been there done that, and now is my time to coast!” | used to live a
mature life. | used to serve in church, pray daily, have quiet times with God, control my temper, my lust, my
drinking , | gave money, witnessed to others etc. Now though at “my current stage or time in my life | need a little
more me time for myself and my family. or “ Yes I've slipped back into some of my old bad habits, (sins) but
nobody is perfect.” You just don’t know what my husband is like, my wife, my job, parents, children; the
temptations | face are just too much, all the hypocrites in church. One of these days I'll get back to where | used to
be.”

Now I'm not trying to pick on anyone, | just want to challenge you to do a little self evaluation and listen to
what God tells you. I'm the pastor yet many times | do not live like a mature believer. Many times I'm sure some
of you and my family think | could use a large bottle of milk. | have a long way to go in my Christian walk.
However, one sign of spiritual growth is to admit your weaknesses and ask God to help you overcome them. A
mature believer is constantly striving to give more of himself over to God and hold less back. Therefore I'm
challenging you to commit yourself to allowing God to make you a more mature believer, and leave your bottle
behind. If you do, then you will begin to see huge changes in yourself, your family ,and this church. As far as this
church goes if the hundred or so people we have attend were to truly commit themselves to grow in the Lord and
serve however He leads them | believe we would see tremendous growth and power. Jesus never said following
him would be easy, but he did say it would be worth it.

Let’s pray and serve Jesus together, then let’s see what God will do!

Joe
Love, Pastor Joe
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Over 30 people caravanned to the Mountains in Cloud-

croft for a fun—filled snow day! God blessed us with a

beautiful day, full of snow, sun and no wind!
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Baby Dedication

Joseph Dawson Adcock
Sebastian Medina
Audrey Boone

Ryan Daniel Medina




CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

FEBRUARY

Women'’s Breakfast at 9am
(2/4)

Church Clean up and Roof Re-
pair at 8am (2/4)

Lord’s Supper and Communion
10am (2/5)

“4th Annual Chili Cook off “
after 10 am Service (2/5)

“Couples Valentine’s Dinner”
6pm (2/11)

Discipleship Classes (101/301)
at 3pm (2/12)

Youth Night Out
“Bowling” (2/26)

MARCH

Women'’s Breakfast at 9am (3/3)

Men’s Breakfast at 8am (3/4)

Lord’s Supper and Communion
(3/4)

Kids Spring fUN! (3/9)
For ages 3-12, 6-9pm

Annual Kite Flying Contest (3/24)

Water Ministry for the 10k Race
(3/25)

APRIL

Men’s Breakfast at 8am (4/1)

11" Annual Spring Bash
Easter Egg hunt (4/7)

“Easter Sunday” Special
Service and Lord’s Supper
and Communion(4/8)

Spring Lunch Fellowship
Cook Out (4/22)

Discipleship Classes
(201/401) at 3pm (4/29)

V2 VA VA VAVANE VA VANV VE VAV VANV VAV VA VE VA VAV VA VEVENVE VAV NVE VANV VE VA VE VAV VANV VE VAV VA VE VA VE VA VE VA VE VE VA VA VE VA VE VAN

“COUPLES VALENTINE’S DINNER”

Join us for a fun night for couples at the Great American
Land and Cattle on 701 South Mesa Hills.

Good food, Great Fellowship!

Saturday, February 11
6PM

Free childcare provided at church
(drop off begins @ 5:30 pm)
Call Debra at 490-4148 for RSVP




MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT
"Children's Church"

WHAT IS IT: Children’s
Ministry (Kinder-5th grade) is a
cooperative effort between church
and home, utilizing the efforts of
both parents and teachers/helpers
to effectively reach OUR children
with the good news of Salvation
and to TRAIN, ENCOURAGE
AND MENTOR for the purpose
of Spiritual Growth.

WHY IT MATTERS:

According to the BARNA research Institute,43%otf all Christians come to know
the Lord between 5-13 years old, while only 6% after the age of 19 and older. The
window for “wooing their hearts” towards Christ closes rapidly and must be
seized and pursued diligently as commanded by the Lord in Deuteronomy 6:5-7.

WHAT’S UP:

We are currently studying the
“Fruit of the Spirit”, what it is and
how we can “sow” 1t in our lives. We
learn songs, memorize Scripture,
tell Bible stories and discuss the
Spiritual truths from those stories.
We use activities such as role-play
and games to enrich the learning
experience.. We also have play time
outside as time permits, usually as a
reward for “good behavior” ©

CALL FOR ACTION:

Our biggest need is for more teachers and helpers., godly men and women, who
are willing to have fun and learn God’s word and be blessed beyond their expec-
tations as they see truth being soaked into the kids heart. In children’s ministry,
the truest saying is that “God doesn't call the equipped, but equips the Willing”.




COMING UP:

« Wes and Jennifer Miller from AWANA will be at church on Sunday, February
19th, to speak about the benefits and opportunities that an AWANA club brings.

« Kid’s Spring fUN! A mini-version of VBS with songs, games, crafts and Bible
message that is fun-packed and explosive! Friday, March 3, 6-9pm. For preR
(age 3) through 5th grade. Helpers needed!

« For information, questions or feedback, contact Vanesa Masser@ 539-1435

“It ts our prayer that your kids and entire families will be inspired to dig deeper
nto the word of Goo and to commit to loving Him above all else”

RravenWall
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1. For a “Spiritual Growth spur"in our church.

2. For God’s blessing and protection upon our brothers and sisters at WCC and those that
have moved away.

3. That many visitors will come and people will hear the gospel and receive the good news
with open hearts and minds.

4. For our infants, children, teens, youth. That God keeps their hearts, minds, bodies safe
and focused on the things of Christ and not of this world. That they'll make good
choices. For the parents, grandparents and those around them, that we may live lives
that reflect Christ.

5. For those that are going through financial, emotional or family difficulties. That we may
“bear on each others burdens” and that hope, faith and love be their companion.

6. Protection for people living and working in Juarez. That violence will stop and justice be
done.

7. God's financial provision for church. That the building be paid off and Pastor Joe can
quit teaching and be completely focused on serving God and ministry.

8. Protection and blessing for our servicemen and women and their families: David Frey,
Nicole Curtis, John Adcock, Toby Krammer, others.

9. Physical healing and recovery from surgery of our loved ones: Gloria Marshall, Nicole
Morgan, others.

10. For Christians throughout the world that are suffering persecution, hunger, poverty or are
imprisoned. That the Holy Spirit will strengthen and protect them from evil. That we may
remember them constantly in our prayers and help out financially as God lays in our
hearts.
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JOIN US “PRAYER WEDNESDAYS” @ 6:30 PM.
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Westside Community Church

P Q (} 1850 Northwestern Drive
i % % El Paso, TX 79912
2 g Phone: 915-877-8000

www.westsidecommunity.org Email: church@westsidecommunity.org

If you would prefer to stop receiving newsletters from WCC or have updated contact information

please email secretary@westsidecommunity.org

Church Staff

Pastor
Joe Williams

Servant Leaders
Hermann Masser
Bill Massey
Jonathan Polasek
Rebecca Vasquez
Elias Ventanilla

Treasurer

Hermann Masser




