Romans 5:12-21
The Best Gift Ever!  What do you want for Christmas?
[image: mypc00fu[1]] What kind of “gifts” are you looking for?
1. Financial Security
2. Physical health
3. A fulfilling relationship
4. A religious experience
Let me ask you another even more pointed and blunt question.  Do you want the gift of death or of life?  What  kind of stupid question is that you may ask?  Well let’s look at what God says in the book of Romans about how we choose life or death.
V12-14: We inherited Adam’s _____________ nature.  The result of that sin was _____________. This death spread to all men because ____________________ men sin!
The law was given to man to show him his sin, but his sin _____________________ inherited from Adam kept him sinning.  Paul uses a frightening word: death ______________________! Death has been our arch enemy since the fall of Adam. Genesis 3:15 Worse than that, death _________________every time.  No person escapes death.  No matter how rich or powerful everyone dies. Ecclesiastes chapters 2 and 3 3:19-21
Adam was a type of ___________________ that would later come in the form of Jesus.  Adam was not created to sin.  He was created to have perfect fellowship with God and never die.  However, when he sinned and followed the advice of the devil he lost his preeminent position in creation. Satan it seemed had won.  Genesis 2:15-17 1 John 3:8 Ephesians 2:2 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 Even worse for us is the fact that Adam not only condemned himself, but he gave us our nature that would always naturally sin.  Adam blew it big! Ever since Adam fell the world had been waiting for a new_________________ of Adam who would not fall. Unfortunately every prophet, priest, king, every person no matter how good he seemed in our eyes failed God’s test, which was and is perfection. They all sinned. Roman 3:23  No one could free us from law of sin and death, except one man ___________________________! Matthew 1 :21 &4:14-17  Jesus defeats death and Satan. 1 Corinthians 15:24-26& 51-58 Revelation20:10 21:4
V15-21:  Now this is the good part! We call it the ______________________ or ______________________________! Just as Adam’s sin left us __________________________
Jesus’ perfection and sinless nature is offered to us as a ______________________ of eternal life!
Just as Adam’s mess up left the world condemned to die, Jesus’ death and resurrection makes us ____________________ and _____________________ perfect in god’s eyes.  Imagine  one man’s actions bring death and another man’s actions bring life! One was ____________________ the other was_______________By the actions of one sin and death reigned over mankind, and through the actions of the other eternal life reigns.  What an amazing contrast!  Difficult for you to truly understand?  You’re not alone.  Theologians, philosophers and great thinkers around the world have for centuries tried to fully understand what this means.  I do not fully comprehend it.  But I do know this:
It is a gift of _________________ that we do not deserve. That is why it is called grace! There are two important things we need to know about God’s gift.
#1 we cannot earn it!  Not by our church membership, our good works, our good intentions, nothing! Ephesians 2:8-10
  #2 God does not force his gift upon us.  We have the choice to accept or reject his gift.  When you reject his gift, in a strange kind of way, you choose death instead. Acts 18:4-6
So what do you choose? Eternal life or death?



Answers: sin, death, all, nature, reigned, won,wins, Christ, type, Christ Jesus, gospel, good news, condemned,gift, justified, righteous, disobedient , obedient, eternal life

Right now you can receive god’s gift of salvation ; the best gift ever.  Here is a short prayer you can pray to receive Christ into your life right now! 

“Dear Lord I know I need something in my life.  Nothing else has seemed to work, or last. I feel empty inside many times.  I know I have made many mistakes and have sinned against you.  Please forgive me of my sins.  I want to accept your Son Jesus that you gave to me as a precious gift right now!  Please Jesus come into my life and make me a new person.  Please lead me God, and I will follow your Son wherever He tells me to go, or what ever He tells me to do.  Amen”  
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II. What does God offer as a “gift”?…He offers us His Son Jesus! 
     So… what does that really mean?
1. Who was Jesus?  A cute little baby born in a picturesque little stable?  No He was God “ incarnate” God in the flesh. The third person of the Trinity. John 1:1-15
2. What did He come to do? Save us from our … can I dare say it, yes our SINS!  We needed a savior!  We still need one today! Matthew 1:21 
      3.What should I do with his gift? John 3:16 Ephesians 2:8-9 Romans 10:9-10 
      4. What will it do for me? Jesus will save you from your sins, set you          free, and make you a new person.  You get a second chance on how to live your          life! 1 Corinthians 5:17 

III. Accepting the gift is not as easy as you think.  You have to actually humble yourself and accept his gift of Jesus and Salvation!  You can never earn the gift! You cannot manipulate the gift! You will never get lucky and win the gift!
You have to admit to yourself and God that you are hopeless without His gift, ask for it, and accept it on faith that He will give it to you!     
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