
 Sorrowful Love 

2Corinthians 2:1-17 

Focus v1-8 

True _____________ love is not all “mushy”, “sweet”, and “feel good” gentle sonnets. 
Sometimes “godly love” is a bold honest between your eyes truth that hurts, and causes 
__________________! 2 Corinthians 7:8-10, Acts 2:22-47, John 4:4-26 

Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians where he literally tells them in 1 Corinthians 5:5 
to turn one person over to Satan because he refuses to repent of an ungodly relationship with 
his father’s wife!  

Indeed, the Bible is replete with examples of prophets and teachers speaking under God’s 
guidance that rebuke people in harsh almost hateful sounding proclamations. Especially the 
Old Testament is full of men who proclaim God’s judgment on sinful unrepentant people or 
societies. From Sodom and Gomorrah, Moses pronouncing plagues on Egypt, and even his own 
people the Israelites such as the  earth swallowing  the sinful Israelites during their 40 years 
in the wilderness, Elijah battling the prophets of Baal having them destroyed, Jeremiah the 
“weeping” prophet comparing the Israelites to a harlot or an adulterous wife, Jonah and 
Nineveh, to Amos, Hosea, Joel and many other prophets all predicting punishment, 
destruction, and death if people did not repent… so is the God of the Old Testament “mean 
and unforgiving”… No! He is a God of love. 1 John 4:7-21 So how do we explain this apparent 
contradiction?... 

If a person does not take the time to read the entire message and reasoning behind what the 
prophets were saying they will totally miss who God is and his divine character. That He is 
___________________ and _____________________ at the same time. Exodus 34:6 For 
example, the entire book of Hosea is about a prophet named Hosea that God asked to marry a 
prostitute named Gomer, who would not stay true to her husband Hosea, and would leave him 
for other men.  However, Hosea would forgive his wife over and over and take her back, 
because he loved her. God compared this women Gomer to the nation of Israel who kept 
turning away from God and in their sin turn to worshipping idols of false gods. God would 
discipline the Israelites so they would repent of their sins and return to worship the true God. 
God loved the Israelites so much that He forgave them over and over again through the 
centuries. Yes, many of the judgments on the Israelites may seem harsh to us, however, it was 
truly the love of God that He knew if they continued to live in ______________________ they 
would destroy themselves. Sin always leads to ________________, James 1:15 and God wants 
to lead us to ________________! John 10:10 We are no better than Gomer or anyone else, we 
need the love and mercy of God today! 

In fact, a shallow cursory view of the God of the Old Testament has led many people to 
incorrectly label him unloving and unmerciful, and unjust.  That’s why many modern 
“______________________” churches have tried to either ignore some of the pronouncements 
of the famous prophets, twist the scriptures to be more palpable, or proclaim that the God of 
the Old Testament is not really the ______________as the God of the New Testament. The 
truth is that even in the Old Testament God is ____________________ and 
_________________________. There is no contradiction in God’s character or between the 
Old and New Testament. God the Father is not the “mean guy” and Jesus the “nice guy”. 
Which leads us to the New Testament especially Jesus and the letters of Paul…. 

Jesus was the fulfilment of all the Old Testament Law and perfect without sin, but was also, 
loving and merciful.  In fact, that was why he came to earth because God loved us so much, 
He sent His own Son to pay the just fair punishment of our sins so that we might have eternal 
life instead of eternal death! John 3:16, Romans 5:8, Luke 19:10… Wow what tremendous love 
God has for us! 



Even when Jesus was alive, he was criticized for being a _________________________!  eating 
and drinking with sinners etc. From tax collecting traitors, women of questionable character, 
liars, thieves, drunkards etc. Matthew 9:9-13 

At the same time Jesus did not condone sin or justify their life choices.  He came to bring 
them to ____________________ and save them! He preached more about hell then He did 
heaven. Matthew 13:42He was not conflicted or confused about why he was sent to earth. He 
came to seek and save sinners just like me and you because God loves us. Matthew 1:21, 
Matthew 18:12-14 Good Shephard, Luke 13:1-5, John 8:1-11 adulterous woman 

Paul was following in the footsteps of Jesus and the prophets when he wrote both his letters 
to the Corinthians. Paul is explaining to them especially in the first 8 verses of chapter 2 why 
he caused them so much sorrow with his first letter.  It was because he loved them and 
wanted them to experience the freedom and victory in living for Christ. Paul also, was 
sorrowful because he did not want to cause them sorrow with his words, but he loved them 
too much to ignore their sinful lifestyle which would eventually destroy them. Even the man 
that Paul told them to “give over to Satan” Paul said that when the man repented, they were 
to accept him back with love! So again, true godly love sometimes causes temporary sorrow, 
but ultimately leads to “lasting true love”. 

Proverbs27:6 Galatians 6:1 So we are to be honest with each other about sin. Hold one 
another accountable and tell the truth about what is right and wrong. But…always do it in 
love! 

Here’s three practical spiritual truths that will help you talk to others about sin: 

1.Sin creates death to the people who follow their own ways 

2. Sin is slavery not freedom to “do what you want” 

3. Sin angers God…not because He hates us, but because he loves us and wants us to live in 
freedom and life and not spiritual death. 

So, love people with all your heart. Help them in any way possible, but always tell them the 
truth about sin, and God’s love! 

Answers: godly, sorrow, perfect and holy, loving and merciful, slavery to sin, death, life, 
progressive, same, merciful and loving, friend of sinners, repentance, 


